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	John Broome
	Born	Irving Broome
(1913-05-04)May 4, 1913
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Chiang Mai, Thailand
	Nationality	American
	Area(s)	Writer
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Edgar Ray Meritt
John Osgood
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John Broome (May 4, 1913 – March 14, 1999), who additionally used the pseudonyms John Osgood and Edgar Ray Meritt, was an American comic book writer for DC Comics. Along with Gil Kane, he co-created the supervillain Sinestro.








Biography[edit]

Early life and career[edit]

Broome was born Irving Broome to a Jewish family.[1] As a youth, he enjoyed reading science fiction[2] and began writing for science-fiction pulp magazines in the 1940s.[3] By then he was already writing for some of the earliest American comic books to be published, beginning with a two-page "Pals and Pastimes" humor strip, illustrated by Ray Gill, in Centaur Publications' Funny Pages #7 (Dec. 1936).[4] By 1942 he was writing text fillers for Fawcett Comics, at least one under the pseudonym Ron Broom.[4] When his agent, Julius Schwartz, became an editor at what would become DC Comics during the 1930–40s "Golden Age of Comic Books", Broome was recruited to write superhero stories[3] starring the Flash, Green Lantern, Sargon the Sorcerer and others. His first known script for the company was the 13-page Flash story "The City of Shifting Sand" in All-Flash #22 (May 1946). He wrote text fillers under the pen name John Osgood.[4]

Through the 1940s, Broome wrote primarily Green Lantern stories and the superhero team the Justice Society of America,[5] and contributed an occasional tale starring the Atom, the Hawkman, or Doctor Mid-Nite, in titles including Sensation Comics, Comic Cavalcade, All Star Comics, All-American Comics, and Flash Comics. Broome and artist Irwin Hasen created the supervillain Per Degaton as a JSA antagonist in All Star Comics #35 (July 1947).[4] His final Golden Age Green Lantern story appeared in the last issue of that character's title, Green Lantern #38 (May 1949),[6] and his final JSA story in All Star Comics #57 (March 1951), the last before its retitling as All-Star Western.[7]


1950s and the Silver Age[edit]

As the new decade began, Broome wrote science-fiction stories for DC, both standalone tales—including "The Mind Robbers", in Mystery in Space #1 (May 1951), under the pseudonym Robert Stark—and continuing-character features, such as "Astra" (in Sensation Comics, one story of which teamed him with his future regular artist collaborator, Gil Kane), and "Captain Comet", which he created with penciler Carmine Infantino in Strange Adventures #9 (June 1951).[4][8] For the latter he used the pen name Edgar Ray Merritt, devised by his friend and editor Julius Schwartz, as a nod to fantasy writers Poe, Bradbury, and Abraham.[2] Outside that genre, he wrote a large number of stories for the crime comics anthology Big Town, based on the radio and television shows.[4]

During this time, Broome created many DC characters and institutions, including the whimsical simian sleuth Detective Chimp, with artist Infantino, in The Adventures of Rex the Wonder Dog #4 (Aug. 1952); the Phantom Stranger, also with Infantino, in Phantom Stranger #1 (Sept. 1952);[9] and the post-apocalyptic heroes the Atomic Knights, with artist Murphy Anderson, in Strange Adventures #117 (June 1960).[4][10]

With the dawn of what fans and historians call the Silver Age of Comic Books, Broome was instrumental in writing stories of two key characters who helped revive the moribund archetype of the superhero. Following the creation of an all new Flash, a.k.a. Barry Allen, who carried the superhero name from the original Golden Age Flash, by scripter Robert Kanigher and penciler Infantino in Showcase #4 (Oct 1956)—considered the comic that triggered the Silver Age—Broome wrote Flash stories beginning in that very issue.[11] He wrote numerous Flash stories in the character's subsequent series.[4][12][13] He co-created several of the character's primary supervillain antagonists[3] including Captain Boomerang in issue #117 (Dec. 1960),[14] the 64th century villain Abra Kadabra in #128 (May 1962),[15] and Professor Zoom in #139 (Sept. 1963).[16] Captain Boomerang was featured in the 2016 Suicide Squad film and was portrayed by actor Jai Courtney.[17] Other Broome additions to the Flash mythos, Kid Flash and the Elongated Man were respectively introduced in issues #110 and 112 as allies of the speedster.[18]

Broome, with penciler Kane and editor-conceptualist Schwartz,[19] created Hal Jordan, the Silver Age Green Lantern, in Showcase #22 (Oct. 1959).[20][21] He became the character's primary scripter in Green Lantern's solo series as well.[4] Broome's stories for the Green Lantern series included transforming Hal Jordan's love interest, Carol Ferris, into the Star Sapphire in issue #16.[22] Black Hand, a character featured prominently in the "Blackest Night" storyline in 2009–2010, debuted in issue #29 (June 1964) by Broome and Kane.[23] The creative team created Guy Gardner in the story "Earth's Other Green Lantern!" in issue #59 (March 1968).[24] Writer-editor Dennis Mallonee described Broome's work on Green Lantern as the only superhero series in which screwball comedy "was essentially realized", and called Broome "a genius. He wrote about Hal Jordan, not Green Lantern. Hal's total frustration with Carol's completely goofy 'independence' was the reason I got a kick out of the early silver age Green Lantern."[25] Comics historian Brian Cronin examined similar themes in Broome's work in a 2011 column.[26]

In 1964, Schwartz was made responsible for reviving the faded Batman titles[27] and together with Broome and Infantino jettisoned the sillier aspects that had crept into the franchise such as Ace the Bathound and Bat-Mite and gave the character a "New Look" that premiered in Detective Comics #327 (May 1964).[28]


Later life[edit]

In the late 1960s, Broome and his wife, Peggy, moved to Paris, France, where he continued to script for DC Comics.[2] His last Batman story, "Public Luna-Tic Number One!", was published in Detective Comics #388 (June 1969).[4][29] His final Flash story, "The Bride Cast Two Shadows", appeared in The Flash #194 (Feb. 1970), and his final Green Lantern, "The Golden Obelisk of Qward", in Green Lantern #75 (March 1970).[4]

Broome then retired from comic-book scripting to travel and, eventually, teach English in Japan.[30] He returned to the United States in 1998, attending his first comic-book convention, Comic-Con International.[3]

Broome died March 14, 1999, at age 85, in Chiang Mai, Thailand, while swimming in a hotel pool while vacationing with his wife.[2] His last address of record was the U.S. Embassy, Tokyo, Japan, with his death certificate issued in New York State.[31]


Awards[edit]

Broome received a 1964 Alley Award for Best Short Story: "Doorway to the Unknown!" in The Flash #148 (Nov. 1964), with artist Carmine Infantino.[32] He received an Inkpot Award in 1998[33] and posthumously received the Bill Finger Award for Excellence in Comic Book Writing  in 2009.[3]


Homages[edit]

An homage to Broome and artist Gil Kane appears in the novel In Darkest Night, which is set in the universe of the Justice League animated series. In the novel, a place in Coast City is named the "Kane/Broome Institute for Space Studies".[34] In the direct-to-DVD film Emerald Knights the Broome Kane Galaxy is likewise named for him and Gil Kane. In the 2011 Green Lantern movie, Broome's Bar is named after him.[35] In the Green Lantern: The Animated Series episode "Steam Lantern," the eponymous character's real name is Gil Broome, Esq.[36]
In The Flash episode "The New Rogues", the industrial complex in which the Mirror Master and the Top gain their powers is Broome Industries.[37]
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Green Lantern

	
	Bill Finger
	Martin Nodell
	John Broome
	Gil Kane
	Dennis O'Neil
	Neal Adams
	Gerard Jones
	Ron Marz
	Darryl Banks
	Geoff Johns
	Doug Mahnke
	Ethan Van Sciver
	N. K. Jemisin
	Jamal Campbell
	Other contributors




	Green Lantern Corps	
	Earth's Green Lanterns	
	Alan Scott
	Hal Jordan
	Guy Gardner
	John Stewart
	Kyle Rayner
	Simon Baz
	Jessica Cruz
	Sojourner Mullein




	Foreign Green Lanterns	
	Abin Sur
	Arisia Rrab
	Boodikka
	Ch'p
	Earth-Man
	G'nort
	Green Man
	Ion
	Isamot Kol
	Jack T. Chance
	Katma Tui
	Ke'Haan
	Kilowog
	Kreon
	Lar Gand
	Mogo the Living Planet
	Salaak
	Sodam Yat
	Soranik Natu
	Stel
	Tomar-Re
	Tomar-Tu
	Turytt
	Universo
	and many others







	Supporting characters	
	Alexandra DeWitt
	Blue Lantern Corps
	Saint Walker


	Doiby Dickles
	Guardians of the Universe
	Ganthet
	Sayd


	Indigo Tribe
	Jade
	Justice League
	Superman
	Batman
	Wonder Woman
	The Flash/Barry Allen
	Aquaman
	Martian Manhunter
	Cyborg
	Green Arrow


	Justice Society of America
	The Atom/Al Pratt
	Dr Fate/Kent Nelson
	The Flash/Jay Garrick
	Hawkman/Carter Hall
	Hourman/Rex Tyler
	Sandman/Wesley Dodds
	Spectre/Jim Corrigan


	Thomas Kalmaku
	Obsidian
	Olivia Reynolds
	Star Sapphires
	Carol Ferris
	Jillian Pearlman


	Donna Troy
	White Lantern Corps




	Enemies	
	Golden Age villains	
	Gambler
	Harlequin
	Icicle
	Solomon Grundy
	Sportsmaster
	Vandal Savage




	General	
	Anti-Monitor
	Controllers
	Demolition Team
	Doctor Polaris
	Doctor Ub'x
	Effigy
	Evil Star
	Fatality
	Grayven
	Hector Hammond
	Kroloteans
	Krona
	Legion
	Major Disaster
	Major Force
	Manhunters
	Power Ring
	Professor Ojo
	Sonar
	Tattooed Man
	Thorn




	Sinestro Corps	
	Amon Sur
	Lyssa Drak
	Hank Henshaw
	Mongul
	Parallax
	Scarecrow
	Sinestro
	Superboy-Prime




	Red Lanterns	
	Atrocitus
	Bleez




	Orange Lanterns	
	Larfleeze




	Black Lanterns	
	Black Hand
	Nekron




	Star Sapphires	
	Star Sapphire
	Carol Ferris
	Jillian Pearlman


	Zamarons







	Comics	
	All-American Comics
	Green Lantern
	"Snowbirds Don't Fly"
	"Emerald Twilight"
	"Emerald Knights"
	"Circle of Fire"
	Rebirth
	"Sinestro Corps War"
	"Secret Origin"
	Blackest Night
	Brightest Day
	"War of the Green Lanterns"
	Batman: In Darkest Knight
	Comic Cavalcade
	1001 Emerald Nights
	The Green Lantern Chronicles
	Emerald Dawn
	Evil's Might
	Mosaic
	New Guardians
	Green Lantern Corps: Recharge
	Green Lantern/Superman: Legend of the Green Flame
	Green Lantern Versus Aliens
	Willworld
	Planet of the Apes/Green Lantern
	Star Trek/Green Lantern
	Star Trek/Green Lantern: Stranger Worlds
	Wrath of the First Lantern
	Far Sector




	In other media	
	Film	
	First Flight
	Justice League: Crisis on Two Earths
	Emerald Knights
	2011 film
	Beware My Power




	TV series	
	The Animated Series
	Lanterns




	Video games	
	Rise of the Manhunters
	Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham







	Locations	
	Coast City
	Mogo the Living Planet
	Oa
	Qward




	Related	
	Power ring (equipment)
	Darkstars
	Alien races
	Source Wall
	Green Lantern (Great Adventure)
	Green Lantern Coaster (Warner Bros. Movie World)
	Green Lantern: First Flight (Magic Mountain)
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Bill Finger Award for Excellence in Comic Book Writing

	
	Jerry Siegel* (2005)
	Arnold Drake (2005)
	Harvey Kurtzman* (2006)
	Alvin Schwartz (2006)
	Gardner Fox* (2007)
	George Gladir (2007)
	Archie Goodwin* (2008)
	Larry Lieber (2008)
	John Broome* (2009)
	Frank Jacobs (2009)
	Otto Binder* (2010)
	Gary Friedrich (2010)
	Bob Haney* (2011)
	Del Connell (2011)
	Frank Doyle* (2012)
	Steve Skeates (2012)
	Steve Gerber* (2013)
	Don Rosa (2013)
	Robert Kanigher* (2014)
	Bill Mantlo (2014)
	Jack Mendelsohn (2014)
	Don McGregor (2015)
	John Stanley* (2015)
	Elliot S! Maggin (2016)
	Richard E. Hughes* (2016)
	William Messner-Loebs (2017)
	Jack Kirby* (2017)
	Joye Murchison Kelly (2018)
	Dorothy Roubicek Woolfolk* (2018)
	Mike Friedrich (2019)
	E. Nelson Bridwell* (2019)
	Virginia Hubbell Bloch* (2020)
	Nicola Cuti* (2020)
	Leo Dorfman* (2020)
	Gaylord DuBois* (2020)
	Joe Gill* (2020)
	France Edward Herron* (2020)
	Robert Bernstein* (2021)
	Toni Blum* (2021)
	Vic Lockman* (2021)
	Robert Morales* (2021)
	Paul S. Newman* (2021)
	Bob White* (2021)
	Bob Bolling (2022)
	Don Rico* (2022)




	* Awarded posthumously
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Inkpot Award (1990s)

	1990	
	Karen Berger
	Bob Burden
	Tom DeFalco
	William Gaines
	Jim Henson
	Randy and Jean-Marc Lofficier
	Grant Morrison
	Bob Overstreet
	Mary Reynante
	Bob Schreck
	Ken Steacy
	Rick Sternbach
	Charles Vess




	1991	
	Alicia Austin
	Clive Barker
	Dan Barry
	Dan DeCarlo
	Creig Flessel
	Neil Gaiman
	Ted "Dr. Seuss" Geisel
	Keith Giffen
	George Gladir
	Joe Haldeman
	Lynn Johnston
	Carol Kalish
	Don Maitz
	Sheldon Moldoff
	Steve Oliff
	Julie Roloff
	Stan Sakai




	1992	
	Carina Burns-Chenelle
	Bob Chapman
	Francis Ford Coppola
	Robin Doig
	Alan Grant
	Bill Griffith
	Ray Harryhausen
	Marc Hempel
	Jim Lee
	Milo Manara
	Scott McCloud
	Todd McFarlane
	Rowena Morrill
	Diane Noomin
	Louise Simonson
	Dick Sprang
	Vernor Vinge
	Mark Wheatley




	1993	
	Jim Aparo
	Gary Carter
	Phil Foglio
	Robert Goodwin
	Ferd Johnson
	Don Martin
	Dave McKean
	Clydene Nee
	Paul Norris
	Paul Power
	P. Craig Russell
	Mark Schultz
	Vincent Sullivan
	Michael Whelan
	Roger Zelazny




	1994	
	Mike Carlin
	Paul Chadwick
	Al Feldstein
	Stan Goldberg
	Roberta Gregory
	Chad Grothkopf
	Jerry Ordway
	Bud Plant
	Mike Richardson
	John Romita, Jr.
	Richard Rowell
	Lucius Shepard
	Mickey Spillane
	J. Michael Straczynski
	Rumiko Takahashi




	1995	
	Roger Corman
	Greg Hildebrandt (Brothers Hildebrandt)
	Tim Hildebrandt (Brothers Hildebrandt)
	Ryoichi Ikegami
	Irv Novick
	Joe Sinnott




	1996	
	Donna Barr
	Mort Drucker
	Joe Giella
	Jim Mooney
	Kurt Schaffenberger
	François Schuiten
	David Siegel




	1997	
	Dick Ayers
	Steve Bissette
	Terry Brooks
	Bob Haney
	Russ Heath
	Carol Lay
	Michael Moorcock
	Janice Tobias
	George Tuska




	1998	
	John Broome
	Eddie Campbell
	Nick Cardy
	David Glanzer
	Fred Guardineer
	Lorenzo Mattotti
	Paul S. Newman
	John Severin
	Joe Simon
	Naoko Takeuchi
	Mark Yturralde




	1999	
	Tom Batiuk
	Chuck Cuidera
	Samuel R. Delany
	Arnold Drake
	Sam Glanzman
	Larry Gonick
	Irwin Hasen
	Sue Lord




	
	Complete list
	1970s
	1980s
	1990s
	2000s
	2010s
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	International	
	ISNI
	VIAF




	National	
	Spain
	France
	BnF data
	United States
	Czech Republic
	Poland




	People	
	Trove




	Other	
	SNAC
	IdRef











[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Broome_(writer)&oldid=1189899356"

					Categories: 	1913 births
	1999 deaths
	American comics writers
	American expatriates in Japan
	Bill Finger Award winners
	Golden Age comics creators
	Inkpot Award winners
	Jewish American comics creators
	Silver Age comics creators
	Will Eisner Award Hall of Fame inductees
	DC Comics people


Hidden categories: 	CS1 errors: generic name
	CS1 maint: multiple names: authors list
	Articles with short description
	Short description is different from Wikidata
	Comics infobox without image
	Comics creator pop
	Track variant DoB
	Track variant DoD
	Articles with ISNI identifiers
	Articles with VIAF identifiers
	Articles with BNE identifiers
	Articles with BNF identifiers
	Articles with BNFdata identifiers
	Articles with LCCN identifiers
	Articles with NKC identifiers
	Articles with PLWABN identifiers
	Articles with Trove identifiers
	Articles with SNAC-ID identifiers
	Articles with SUDOC identifiers
	Place of birth missing




				
			
			
		
		
			

		 This page was last edited on 14 December 2023, at 18:56 (UTC).
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License 4.0;
additional terms may apply. By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.



		Privacy policy
	About Wikipedia
	Disclaimers
	Contact Wikipedia
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]





		

	 
 

		
		

Toggle limited content width








