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Bosnian professional basketball player and coach

Mirza Delibašić	[image: ]Delibašić with Real Madrid in the early 1980's

	Personal information
	Born	(1954-01-09)9 January 1954
Tuzla, PR Bosnia and Herzegovina, FPR Yugoslavia
	Died	8 December 2001(2001-12-08) (aged 47)
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina
	Nationality	Bosnian
	Listed height	1.97 m (6 ft 5+1⁄2 in)
	Listed weight	87 kg (192 lb)
	Career information
	NBA draft	1976: undrafted
	Playing career	1968–1983
	Position	Shooting guard
	Number	12
	Coaching career	1993–1994
	Career history

	As player:
	1968–1972	Sloboda Tuzla
	1972–1980	Bosna
	1980–1983	Real Madrid
	1983	Juve Caserta
	As coach:
	1993–1994	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	

	
Career highlights and awards
	
	EuroLeague champion (1979)
	3× FIBA European Selection (1978, 1981 2×)
	FIBA's 50 Greatest Players (1991)
	Bosnia and Herzegovina Sportsman of the 20th century (2000)
	50 Greatest EuroLeague Contributors (2008)



	

	

	FIBA Hall of Fame as player
	

	
    Medals


    
	

	Representing [image: ] Yugoslavia

	Men's Basketball

	World Cup

	[image: Bronze medal – third place]	 1982 Colombia 	

	[image: Gold medal – first place]	 1978 Philippines 	

	EuroBasket

	[image: Silver medal – second place]	 1981 Czechoslovakia 	

	[image: Bronze medal – third place]	 1979 Italy 	
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	Summer Olympic Games
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	European Championship for Juniors

	[image: Gold medal – first place]	1972 Yugoslavia	Under-18
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Mirza Delibašić (9 January 1954 – 8 December 2001) was a Bosnian professional basketball player and coach.

Delibašić was named one of FIBA's 50 Greatest Players in 1991. He was enshrined into the FIBA Hall of Fame in 2007. In 2008, he was named one of the 50 Greatest EuroLeague Contributors. He is widely considered one of the best shooters in the history of European basketball.








Early life[edit]

Delibašič was born in  Tuzla, PR Bosnia and Herzegovina to Izet  Delibašić, a  native of Kakanj, and Zajkana (née Mehičević) from Ljubuški.[1] Young Mirza took up tennis, excelling at it. By the age of fourteen, he switched to basketball.


Club career[edit]

Mirza Delibašić, nicknamed Kinđe, led his club Bosna to the EuroLeague Championship in 1979. He played his first games aged 15 for KK Sloboda Dita, Tuzla's basketball club. Three years later, in 1971, he signed a contract with KK Bosna. 

After leaving Bosna, Delibašić went to the Spanish Primera División, where he ended up being considered one of the best players ever to play for Real Madrid, along with the likes of Juan Corbalán, Wayne Brabender, Fernando Martín Espina, Fernando Romay, Dražen Petrović, and Arvydas Sabonis.

In his club career, he won numerous titles in European club competitions. In addition to having played together for their Yugoslav national team, Mirza Delibašić and Dražen Dalipagić, also played together with Real Madrid. Their performance in a 1983 European Champions Cup game versus Cibona, in Zagreb, is only one of the many highlights of their careers. In that game, Delibašić scored 26 points and Dalipagić 33. The game appropriately finished with a two-on-one fast-break, with Delibašić making a behind-the-back fake pass to Dalipagić, and passing by a defender for a two-handed dunk at the buzzer. Cibona's fans put aside their team's loss in the game, and showed their appreciation for the Bosnian stars performances, with a standing ovation at the end of the game.


Career ending[edit]

In early summer 1983, twenty-nine-year-old Delibašić left Real Madrid and signed with the Italian League club JuveCaserta coached by his former Bosna mentor Bogdan Tanjević.

In August 1983, the team went for preseason training and conditioning to the town of Bormio in the Italian Alps. Following the gruelling altitude training, after coming back south to Caserta, Delibašić suffered a near-fatal brain hemorrhage that would turn out to be career-ending. With Delibašić in critical condition, a private plane was immediately organized to airlift him to the Military Medical Academy (VMA) in Belgrade where he was hospitalized for months. He survived and recovered, but not enough to return to playing professional basketball thus forcing him to retire from playing basketball effective immediately at only the age of twenty nine.


National team career[edit]

En route to a place among the greatest European players, Mirza Delibašić won every major FIBA tournament with the senior Yugoslavian national basketball team, including: the Summer Olympic Games gold medal, at the 1980 Summer Olympics, EuroBasket gold two times (1975 and 1977), and the FIBA World Cup gold at the 1978 FIBA World Championship.


Awards and accomplishments[edit]

Professional career[edit]

	2× Yugoslav League Champion: (1978, 1980)
	Yugoslav Cup Winner: (1978)
	EuroLeague Champion: (1979)
	FIBA Club World Cup Champion: (1981)
	Spanish League Champion: (1982)
	FIBA's 50 Greatest Players: (1991)
	Bosnia and Herzegovina Sportsman of the 20th century: (2000)
	FIBA Hall of Fame: (2007)
	50 Greatest EuroLeague Contributors: (2008)


Coaching career[edit]

Delibašić lived in Sarajevo throughout the 1992-1996 siege of the city. Simultaneously, Delibašić coached the newly established Bosnian national basketball team at EuroBasket 1993 in Germany, where they finished in 8th place.[2] 


Personal life and death[edit]

In the late 1970s, Delibašić married his girlfriend Branka. Their son Dario was born in December 1979. The couple divorced in 1980, after Delibašić moved abroad to play with Real Madrid.

In 1986, Delibašić, then retired from playing basketball and performing an administrative role at KK Bosna, married Slavica Šuka,[3] an active basketball player with ŽKK Bosna. The same year in October, the couple had a son named Danko.

Due to his heavy drinking and smoking, Delibašić's final years were marked by persistent health problems that led to his death in 2001 in Sarajevo, aged 47. At a funeral attended by thousands, he was interred next to his close friend—singer Davorin Popović who had died earlier that year—at Bare Cemetery's Alley of Greats. After Delibašić's death, KK Bosna renamed its arena in his honor.


See also[edit]

	Yugoslav First Federal Basketball League career stats leaders
	Mirza Delibašić Memorial
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Yugoslavia squad – EuroBasket 1975 – Gold medal

	
	4 Tvrdić
	5 Kićanović
	6 Jelovac
	7 Žižić
	8 Jerkov
	9 Kapičić
	10 Slavnić
	11 Ćosić (MVP)
	12 Šolman
	13 Plećaš
	14 Dalipagić
	15 Delibašić
	Coach: Novosel
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Yugoslavia squad – 1975 Mediterranean Games – Gold medal

	
	4 Rakočević
	5 Kićanović
	7 Žižić
	8 Jerkov
	9 Živković
	10 Georgievski
	11 Knego
	12 Radovanović
	13 Varajić
	14 Dalipagić
	15 Delibašić
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Yugoslavia men's basketball squad – 1976 Summer Olympics – Silver medal

	
	4 Georgievski
	5 Kićanović
	6 Jelovac
	7 Žižić
	8 Jerkov
	9 Knego
	10 Slavnić
	11 Ćosić
	12 Šolman
	13 Varajić
	14 Dalipagić
	15 Delibašić
	Coach: Novosel
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Yugoslavia squad – EuroBasket 1977 – Gold medal

	
	4 Papič
	5 Kićanović
	6 Jelovac
	7 Krstulović
	8 Jerkov
	9 Đogić
	10 Slavnić
	11 Ćosić
	12 Radovanović
	13 Varajić
	14 Dalipagić (MVP)
	15 Delibašić
	Coach: Nikolić
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Yugoslavia squad – 1978 FIBA World Championship – Gold medal

	
	4 Vilfan
	5 Kićanović
	6 Žižić
	7 Knego
	8 Jerkov
	9 Skroče
	10 Slavnić
	11 Ćosić
	12 Radovanović
	13 Krstulović
	14 Dalipagić (MVP)
	15 Delibašić
	Coach: Nikolić
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Yugoslavia squad – 1979 Mediterranean Games – Silver medal

	
	4 Gešoski
	5 Marić
	6 Žižić
	7 Poljak
	8 Pavličević
	9 Nakić
	10 Hadžić
	11 Knego
	12 Radovanović
	13 Dukan
	14 Petrović
	15 Delibašić
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Yugoslavia squad – EuroBasket 1979 – Bronze medal

	
	4 Vilfan
	5 Kićanović
	6 Žižić
	7 Varajić
	8 Jerkov
	9 Nakić
	10 Slavnić
	11 Ćosić
	12 Radovanović
	13 Krstulović
	14 Dalipagić
	15 Delibašić
	Coach: Skansi
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Yugoslavia men's basketball squad – 1980 Summer Olympics – Gold medal

	
	4 Knego
	5 Kićanović
	6 Žižić
	7 Nakić
	8 Jerkov
	9 Skroče
	10 Slavnić
	11 Ćosić
	12 Radovanović
	13 Krstulović
	14 Dalipagić
	15 Delibašić
	Coach: Žeravica
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Yugoslavia squad – EuroBasket 1981 – Silver medal

	
	4 Popović
	5 Kićanović
	6 Benaček
	7 Poljak
	8 Petrović
	9 Skroče
	10 Vilfan
	11 Ćosić
	12 Radovanović
	13 Knego
	14 Dalipagić
	15 Delibašić
	Coach: Tanjević
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Yugoslavia squad – 1982 FIBA World Championship – Bronze medal

	
	4 A. Petrović
	5 Kićanović
	6 Radović
	7 Žižić
	8 Jerkov
	9 Avdija
	10 Vilfan
	11 Knego
	12 Radovanović
	13 B. Petrović
	14 Dalipagić
	15 Delibašić
	Coach: Žeravica
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Bosna 1978–79 FIBA European Champions Cup champions

	
	4 Borislav Vučević
	5 Anto Đogić (C)
	6 Predrag Benaček
	7 Boško Bosiočić
	8 Nihad Izić
	9 Ratko Radovanović
	10 Dragan Zrno
	11 Žarko Varajić
	12 Mirza Delibašić
	13 Sabahudin Bilalović
	14 Sabit Hadžić
	15 Svetislav Pešić




	
	Head coach: Bogdan Tanjević
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FIBA's 50 Greatest Players (1991)

	FIBA Europe	
	Krešimir Ćosić
	Dražen Dalipagić
	Ivo Daneu
	Mirza Delibašić
	Vlade Divac
	Dragan Kićanović
	Radivoj Korać
	Toni Kukoč
	Dražen Petrović
	Dino Rađja
	Petar Skansi
	Zoran Slavnić
	Alexander Belov
	Sergei Belov
	Stepas Butautas
	Otar Korkia
	Šarūnas Marčiulionis
	Anatoly Myshkin
	Modestas Paulauskas
	Arvydas Sabonis
	Sasha Volkov
	Viktor Zubkov
	Wayne Brabender
	Francisco "Nino" Buscató
	Juan Corbalán
	Juan Antonio San Epifanio "Epi"
	Clifford Luyk
	Fernando Martín
	Emiliano Rodríguez
	Pierlo Marzorati
	Massimo Masini
	Dino Meneghin
	Antonello Riva
	Stano Kropilák
	Ivan Mrázek
	Jean-Paul Beugnot
	Alain Gilles
	Nikos Galis
	Georgios Kolokithas
	Willy Steveniers
	Atanas Golomeev
	François Németh
	Miki Berkovich




	FIBA Americas	
	Teó Cruz
	Ricardo Duarte
	Bira Maciel
	Wlamir Marques
	Bob Morse
	Amaury Pasos
	Oscar Schmidt




	FIBA Oceania	
	Andrew Gaze
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EuroLeague's 50 Greatest Contributors (2008)

	35 players	
	Fragiskos Alvertis
	Sergei Belov
	Miki Berkovich
	Dejan Bodiroga
	Wayne Brabender
	Juan Antonio Corbalán
	Krešimir Ćosić
	Mike D'Antoni
	Dražen Dalipagić
	Saša Danilović
	Mirza Delibašić
	Vlade Divac
	Saša Đorđević
	Nikos Galis
	Manu Ginóbili
	Šarūnas Jasikevičius
	Radivoj Korać
	Toni Kukoč
	Clifford Luyk
	Pierlo Marzorati
	Bob McAdoo
	Dino Meneghin
	Bob Morse
	Aldo Ossola
	Theo Papaloukas
	Anthony Parker
	Dražen Petrović
	Dino Rađa
	Manolo Raga
	Antonello Riva
	Emiliano Rodríguez
	Arvydas Sabonis
	J.A. San Epifanio "Epi"
	Walter Szczerbiak Sr.
	Panagiotis Giannakis




	10 coaches	
	Pedro Ferrándiz
	Pini Gershon
	Alexander Gomelsky
	Dušan Ivković
	Božidar Maljković
	Ettore Messina
	Aca Nikolić
	Željko Obradović
	Dan Peterson
	Lolo Sainz




	5 referees	
	Artenik Arabadjian
	Mikhail Davidov
	Ľubomír Kotleba
	Yvan Mainini
	Costas Rigas
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FIBA Hall of Fame inductees

	
	FIBA
	Members




	Players	
	Amaury
	Arcain
	A. Belov
	S. Belov
	Berkovich
	Bira
	Cameron
	Chazalon
	Ćosić
	Cruz
	Dalipagić
	Daneu
	Delibašić
	Divac
	Donovan
	Dydek
	Edwards
	Epi
	Fasoulas
	Faye
	Fijalkowski
	Furlong
	Galis
	A. Gaze
	Giannakis
	Golomeev
	González
	Herrera
	Horáková
	Jean-Jacques
	Jordan
	Łopatka
	Kićanović
	Korać
	Kropilák
	Kukoč
	Marcari
	Marčiulionis
	Martín
	Marzorati
	Meneghin
	Meyers
	Miller
	Moglia
	Mourning
	Mujanović
	Nash
	Németh
	O'Neal
	Oberto
	Olajuwon
	Ortiz
	Paula
	Paulauskas
	Park
	Petrović
	Raga
	Rigaudeau
	Robertson
	Robinson
	Rodríguez
	Ronchetti
	Russell
	Sabonis
	Sako
	Schmidt
	Schrempf
	Semjonova
	Slavnić
	Stoyanova
	Tarakanov
	Timms
	Tkachenko
	Valters
	Volkov
	Voynova
	Warda
	Zassoulskaya
	Zdovc
	Zheng
	Zídek




	Coaches	
	Alekseyeva
	Canavesi
	Daly
	Díaz-Miguel
	Donohue
	Ferrándiz
	L. Gaze
	A. Gomelsky
	E. Gomelsky
	Hejková
	Iba
	Ivković
	Kanela
	Kondrashin
	Magnano
	Maher
	Messina
	Newell
	Nikolić
	Novosel
	Pešić
	Primo
	Rubini
	Smith
	Stirling
	Summitt
	Tanjević
	VanDerveer
	Vasojević
	Yow
	Zuoyun
	Žeravica




	Contributors	
	
	Founding Federations: Argentine
	Czechoslovakian
	Greek
	Italian
	Latvian
	Portuguese
	Romanian
	Swiss




	
	Airaldi Rivarola
	Ashry
	Atakol
	Bouffard
	Busnel
	Calvo
	Carneiro
	Dos Reis
	Greim
	Hepp
	Jones
	Killian
	Klieger
	Kozłowski
	López
	Martín
	Naismith
	Otto
	Pitzl
	Popović
	Ramsay
	Samaranch
	Šaper
	Saporta
	Scuri
	Seguro de Luna
	Semashko
	Sèye Moreau
	Stanković
	Steitz
	Stern
	Ueda
	Vitale
	Wahby
	Yoon







	Technical officials	
	Arabadjian
	Bain
	Belošević
	Blanchard
	Dimou
	Hopenhaym
	Kassai
	Kostin
	Lazarov
	Pfeuti
	Rae
	Reverberi
	Rigas
	Righetto




	Teams	
	1992 USA Men's "Dream Team"
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