Jump to content

	
		
			
				

	
	

Main menu
	
	


				
		

	
	Main menu

	move to sidebar
	hide



	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main page
	Contents
	Current events
	Random article
	About Wikipedia
	Contact us
	Donate


		
	




	
	

	
		Contribute
	

	
		
			Help
	Learn to edit
	Community portal
	Recent changes
	Upload file


		
	







				


	




		
			

	[image: ]
	
		[image: Wikipedia]
		[image: The Free Encyclopedia]
	


		

		
			

	

Search
	
	
		
			
				
					
						
						
					

					
				

				Search
			

		

	




			
	
	

	
		
		

		
	




	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		
		
	
	

	
		
		

		
	




	

	
		
			Create account

	Log in



		
	




	

	

	
	

Personal tools
	
	


		

	
		
			 Create account
	 Log in


		
	





	
		Pages for logged out editors learn more
	

	
		
			Contributions
	Talk


		
	




	
	






		

	



	
		
			

		

		
			
		
			
				
				
				

		
		

	

	
				
					
					
	
	Contents

	move to sidebar
	hide




		
			
				(Top)

			
		
	
		
			
			1Career

		
		
		

	
	
		
			
			2Evolution

		
		
		

	
	
		
			
			3Bibliography

		
		
		

	
	
		
			
			4Other works

		
		
		

	
	
		
			
			5See also

		
		
		

	
	
		
			
			6References

		
		
		

	
	
		
			
			7Further reading

		
		
		

	
	
		
			
			8External links

		
		
		

	





					

		
			

		

		
			
				
					
						

	
	

Toggle the table of contents
	
	


							
			

		
	




					
					Hermann Burmeister

							

	
	

25 languages
	
	

		
			
				العربية
	Brezhoneg
	Català
	Čeština
	Deutsch
	Español
	Esperanto
	Euskara
	فارسی
	Français
	Frysk
	Galego
	Italiano
	Latina
	Magyar
	മലയാളം
	مصرى
	Nederlands
	Polski
	Português
	Русский
	Suomi
	Svenska
	Türkçe
	Українська


			Edit links

		


	




				
					
						
							
								

	
		
			Article
	Talk


		
	




								

	
	English
	
	


					

	
		
		

		
	




				
	




							
						

						
							
								

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	




							
				
							
								

	
	Tools
	
	


									
						

	
	Tools

	move to sidebar
	hide



	

	
		Actions
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	





	
		General
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Upload file
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code
	Wikidata item


		
	





	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Download as PDF
	Printable version


		
	





	
		In other projects
	

	
		
			Wikimedia Commons
	Wikispecies
	Wikisource


		
	







									

				
	




							
						

					

				

				
					
						
							
				
							

		
						
						
					

				

				
					
							
		


						From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

					

					(Redirected from Burmeister (taxonomy))


					
					
					German Argentine zoologist, entomologist, herpetologist, and botanist (1807–1892)

	Hermann Burmeister
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	Born	Karl Hermann Konrad Burmeister

(1807-01-15)15 January 1807
Stralsund, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Germany

	Died	2 May 1892(1892-05-02) (aged 85)
Buenos Aires, Argentina

	Nationality	German, Argentine
	Other names	Carlos Germán Conrado Burmeister
	Education	University of Greifswald,  University of Halle, Humboldt University of Berlin
	Known for	Handbuch der Entomologie
	Spouse	Marie Elise Sommer
	
Scientific career
	Fields	zoology, entomology, herpetology, botany, and coleopterology
	Institutions	University of Halle, National University of Córdoba, Argentina
	Patrons	Alexander von Humboldt
	Thesis	 De insectorum systemate naturali 
	Author abbrev. (botany)	Burmeist.
	Author abbrev. (zoology)	Burmeister
	



Karl Hermann Konrad Burmeister (also known as Carlos Germán Conrado Burmeister) (15 January 1807 – 2 May 1892) was a German Argentine zoologist, entomologist, herpetologist, botanist, and coleopterologist. He served as a professor at the University of Halle, headed the museum there and published the Handbuch der Entomologie (1832–1855) before moving to Argentina where he worked until his death.








Career[edit]

Burmeister was born in Stralsund, where his father was a customs officer. He studied medicine at Greifswald (1825–1827) and Halle (1827–1829), and in 1830 went to Berlin to qualify himself to be a teacher of natural history. His dissertation was titled De insectorum systemate naturali and graduated as a doctor of medicine on November 4, 1829 and then received a doctor of philosophy on December 19 in the same year. He then joined for military service in Berlin and Grünberg (Silesia). He was soon after appointed an instructor in the gymnasium at Cologne.[1] He later became a professor of zoology at the Martin Luther University of Halle-Wittenberg serving there from 1837 to 1861. During this period he published several major works on insects which also involved the examination of insect collections around Europe and those of wealthy collectors. He married, Marie Elise, the daughter of shipowner and insect collector M.C. Sommer of Altona in 1836.

In 1848, during the revolutionary excitement, he was sent by the city of Halle as deputy to the national assembly, and subsequently by the town of Leibnitz to the first Prussian chamber.[2]  Around 1848 he became a socialist and still later opposed slavery. He traveled to Brazil from 1850 to 1852, partly supported through the efforts of Alexander von Humboldt was cut short by a leg injury. He then visited Argentina from 1857 to 1860, returning to Germany with zoological collections. He was elected to the American Philosophical Society in 1856.[3] In 1861, he divorced his wife and went to live in Argentina, founding the Institute at the Museo Nacional in Buenos Aires. He married an Argentine woman and they had two sons, Carlos and Federico. Carlos also became a scientist. Burmeister headed the Academy of Sciences, formed from the scientific faculty of Argentina's National University of Córdoba.[2] He took an interest in paleontology and was keenly interested in protecting fossils in the pampas region and helped the passage of a law.[4][5]

In the field of herpetology he described many new species of amphibians[6] and reptiles.[7] He also mistakenly described a bovid atlas as belonging to Macrauchenia patachonica.[8] Burmeister was said to be harsh and did not have any close circle of friends. While working at the Argentine museum, he had a fall from a ladder and landed on a glass case and injured himself seriously on 8 February 1892. He resigned from work on 18 April and died on 2 May. A state funeral was held on the 4 May and the president of Argentina, Carlos Pellegrini was present. A monument was placed on the bank of the Rio de La Plata in the Parque 3 Febrero on October 7, 1900 and later moved to the Parque Centenario.[4]


Evolution[edit]

Burmeister was a critic of Darwinism, he rejected common descent.[9] However, he changed his views slightly on common descent in the late 1870s. In 1879 he commented that: 


I am wholly convinced that the beings found in the older formations of our globe are the prototypes of contemporary beings, and in this respect, I declare myself a partisan of the hypothesis recently developed in detail, and as a natural law, by Darwin and his followers. But I must confess that their experiments have not provided me with any proof that any fundamental change in type is possible.[9]

 
Florentino Ameghino described Burmeister as a "Biblical creationist", although this remains unconfirmed.[9]


The standard author abbreviation Burmeist. is used to indicate this person as the author when citing a botanical name.[10]
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